YOU'VE 'tjOT 





fcSB 




"You've Got Questions" series is all about answering the questions our Middle School teens are 
wrestling with. Although we may not be able to answer every question, we can give insight to them and 
help the teens wrap their minds around their Faith in Jesus. 

Teens have questions and in a lot of ways need to get solid Biblical answers. Other teens are being 
asked questions in school, on sports teams and other places that challenge their faith. We need to 
equip these teens with the tools to answer these questions. 

This series seeks to do just that: answer questions and equip teens with tools to answer the questions 
they themselves are asked about their faith. 
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Week 2: Sin and the Atonement 

Why does God show compassion to sinners? 

Luke 23:39-43 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are 
under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 
man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

The grace of God is insanity to us humans. A man who lives his life as best he can, has done no big 
things bad, but doesn't accept Christ, dies and goes to hell, but a bad guy all through his life does 
horrible things, but accepts Christ goes to heaven. How is this fair? The Scriptures say in Romans 3:23 
that we've all sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God. 

Luke 18:10-17 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
The Pharisee stood up and prayed about[a] himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men- 
robbers, evildoers, adulterers— or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.' "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be exalted." 

We are all sinners who worship something. God desires us to worship him, not out of ego, but because 
he knows all other things are deadly. Worship of anything else will kill us. (Share examples) 



How did God take our sins? 

"He became sin who knew no sin so we might become His righteousness" Atonement is the act of 
forgiving a deserved punishment. Because we all have sinned, we deserve death (Romans 3:23; 6:23), 
However, our sins were atoned for, not by human effort, but by the wounds of Christ (1 Peter 2:24). The 
requirement for said atonement was blood of a pure sacrificial lamb or bull (Lev. 2) Which Christ became for 
us and he spilt his blood on our behalf. His righteousness, covered our unrighteousness, so we may be 
brought before God blameless and pure. (1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21). The plan of atonement 

originated directly after the fall. In Genesis 3:15, God says to Satan: "I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel." This is known as the first mention of the Gospel. God is talking about how Christ will come and be 
bruised, but will do far more damage to Satan than Satan will do to Him. God already had this sacrifice in 
mind in order to reduce Satan to nothing. 
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Why did God do this for us? 

We see the main attribute of God that pushed Him to provide the atonement in John 3:16 being Love. It 
says: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only son..." His reason for giving his son was His 
love. 1 John 4:8-10 also says this very thing: that is was God's love that motivated him to sacrifice Christ on 
our behalf. In Leviticus 2, we see that because of God's wrath and hatred towards sin, the sin must receive 
atonement. He gave the people of Israel a means of this atonement through the sacrifice of animals and 
using their blood to atone their sins. God's wrath demanded payment for the sins committed, this then was 
the second impetus, which moved God to provide atonement. His wrath towards sin could be propitiated; 
this is why Christ is also called our propitiation. (1 John 2:2 ESV) 



Why was Christ's death necessary? 

Man is all together sinful. When Adam ate of the tree, he signed the death warrant of all humanity, 
damning us to a sinful nature from birth. (Gen. 3). Romans 3:23 states: "for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God" Psalm 14 and 53 also show the utter depravity of man, as cited from Romans 3. This sinful 
nature cuts us off from a perfect God, who is light and in him is no darkness, which is sin. (1 John 1:5-10). 
This cutting off created a void between us and God that needed to be filled, or bridged so we could again 
meet with our Lord. In all reality, in His perfection he could've walked away without caring, but in Lev. 2, he 
sets up a sacrificial system and a law system in which an can learn deeper how depraved they are, yet still 
have the atonement to bring them back to the Lord. To make an eternal atonement, Christ had to die. The 
perfect lamb, without blemish or spot had to suffer in order for us to live (Isaiah 53). 



Could God forgive more than once? 

The Bible says: "Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, 
but seventy-seven times" (Matthew 18:21-23). If Jesus requires us to forgive more than once He is 
more than willing to forgive. The question I would ask to you is this: "what is it that keeps coming up 
that needs to be forgiven again?" God does indeed forgive us from all of our sins when we come to 
Christ. 1 John 1:9 "If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness" 



Why do I have to live a good life if I have already been saved? 

When we ask Christ into our lives, our hearts are changed, our lives are changed and our whole being is 
changed. This is called Regeneration. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" It's not that you HAVE to live a different life, it's that you 
get to! The more we understand what Christ has done for us, the more our we will naturally live that out. 
We've been bought with a high price. Will we be tempted to sin? Of course, but we now have the 
availability NOT to sin. That's why 1 Peter 2:24 says: "He Himself bore our sins on the tree, so that we may 
DIE to sin and LIVE for righteousness. By His wounds we are healed". It doesn't say so we HAVE to live for 
righteousness. It says so that we may. Without Christ, we have no choice but to live in sin (whether you're 
a bad or a good person) but with Christ, we are NEW and no longer have to live like slaves to sin! 



Are Jehovah and Allah the same god? 

No they are not. Any god, idol or deity that is not Jehovah is in fact a demon. 1 Corinthians 10:19-21 
says: "Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but the 
sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with 
demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both 
the Lord's table and the table of demons." This means that if you worship a god listed outside of the Bible 
(like Allah who is the god of the Quran) you are worshipping a demon and not God. 



Did God create cheese or was that just an invention of the good people in Wisconsin? 

God created bacteria, God created cows who produce milk and God created time. Mix these three 
elements together and you have yourself cheese. All inventions find their core building blocks within 
the Creator God. Did people accidentally discover cheese and then find a way to keep making it? This I 
do not know! 



